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No. 34

GOVERNOR FRANK 0. LOWDEN

Reviewed the Eighth Regiment at Houston, Texas,

And Loudly led Off in the Cheering as it Passed
[HE REVIEWING STAND UNDER THE FAULTLESS COMMAND

Of Col. Franklin A. Denison, the Far Famed Eighth Regiment Band Play-
ing “Ilinois”, to the Great Delight of More Than One Hundred Thousand
- People, Who Witnessed That Memorable Parade

True Story or History of the Eighth Regiment by Captain and Chaplain Rev. W. S. Braddan

ARTICLE OR CHAPTER NO. 2

Hardly had we arrived at our
Training Camp before we were
inpressed with the fact that it
was up to us to make good by |
converting the whites of Houston «
from hate to love, to make a
people who regarded the Regi-
ment as a bunch of lawless men,
to realize that we would wads
through the fires of Hell to gain
and hold for our raece a large
place in the sun; and to dispel
all doubts (if any really existed)
relative to our Loyalty, Disecipli-
ne and Patriotism.

The first weeks were hard
weeks of discipline and work ;—
tiearing the woods of mammeoth
irees; filling in low lands; dig-
fug ditehes; md.ldjust'mg our-
sives 1o new conditiops ineident
o going aeross.

‘Hu'.i.h'.un had her first opporlu—
wiy to view the ‘‘Sth’’ and-pass
tritical judgment upon the blsek |
; = No- |

Rand, (General Bell, Commanding
General, being in Franee study-
g conditions ineident to lead-
ing his division over there.
The big question was, ““Will,
the 5th” parade with the Divi-|
Son!"’ There was no just reason’
¥hy they should or should not as
¥e were only the tail of the kite
iitached to the Division. It was
% 0 Gen. Todd, ene of the
“uarest generals that ever wore
i star, one hundred per cent. A-]
merican, a soldien officer, and
tmprejudiced gentlemsn who an.{
Swered the gquestion by saying
the “Sth™ is part of Iilinois’
eontribution to the mobile_ army
designated to go there, see
il the Division J';. :
_Then began the preparation in-
“ident to the parade, for any one
*ho knows Col. Denison will tell
Y04 of his zeal to make the best

‘Fﬁmv&&uﬁ-ﬁp |

-

! *
. 3 % r= -y
b o 23 3

3 - A g

g

every . occasfion; this eould only
be done by practice parades,
close order forma‘tions and mar-
ches.

This was the program for se-
veral days prior to the Big Show.
Then came the eventful day —
the day that we had resolved to
win the heart and admiration of
the Houstonian. We were formed
and took up the line of March
in the center of the eolumn. E-
very man was clean shaven, his
hair eut, his equipment faultless,
shoes were well polished, and
thus as we swung into Main St
in platoon formation the black
population that had choked the
streets to see their boys gasped
with admiration, held their
breath with wonder, then opened
their mouths with pride and yell-
ed ““ATTA BOY’"’, now let these

white folks start something.''—}

Down the wide, well-kept street
that was jammed with whites

sireets under arms. Down the
gtreets marched the Crusaders
keeping perfect step to the stra-
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the Reviewing S on the bal-
cony of the Rice Hotel the band
struck up Illincis! Every man'y
eves were looking direetly in
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the balcomy of

the bhotel;

The above picture represents the Great Parade of the Eighth Regi-
ment as it passed in review in front of the Rice Hotel at Houston, Texas,
Governor Lowden and Govermor Hobby of Texds, viewing it from

Frasklin A. Denison, mounted
on his famous charger, is well in the front. Lisut. Col. James H. Johnson,
is just opposite to him; them comes Captain and Chaplain Rov. W. S. Brad.
dan; Capt. J. H. Patton, Capt. James S. Nelson and Major J. R. White.
The first figure walking is Segt. Maj. Hevuley; the next is chief trumpter
C. Walker, then comes the band aad the regiment.

Camp Logan, the day before the
memorable and history making
parade of the E'ghth Regiment,
through the streets of Houston.

that he had never beheld or wit-
ness such machine like drilling,
marching and formation of Co-
lamns; that he was extremely
proud and ‘all of the citizens of
linois were proud of Col. Deni-
sor and his eighth Regiment ;
that his reason for slipping into
Camp Logan so early in the morn
ing and easily was; that he was
anxious to see, just how well the
wembers of the Eighth Regiment
deported themselves, when he was

sround ; that it would have

been no more than natural for
each and every man connected
with it, to have put his best foot
forward on that occasion if they
would have had the slightest idea
that he was present.

On the day of the parade Go-
vernor Lowden reviewed it, from
the balcony of the Riece Hotel,
and led off in the cheering, when
(“f! Denison and his regiment
passed the reviewing stand.

The following are some of the

remarks, of (Governor Lowden
on that great and eventful oe-
easion.
LOWDEN REVIEWS TROOPS.
Camp Logan, Houston. Tex. Nov.
Tth. — 1917.

Almost 20,000 “sons of Illinois

‘ marched today before the gover-

nor of their home $tate and the
gOYETHOr of the state in which
they are receiving their final tra-
ining before going after the Ger-
mans.

Twenty thousand pairs of eyes
turned to the right, and eight
bands blew the governor’s salute
as the men bore down Main St.
before their exeeutive. One hun-
dred thousand cheering Houst-
onians packed the streets during
the entire two hour parade.

Gen. H. D. Todd Jr., command-

er of the division in the absence
of Gen. Bell, led the line. Next
came his staff and the divisional
staff. The crowd broke into one
tremendous cheer as the general
snapped his right hand to his hat
in salute to the governors.
Cheers for Col Denison
Houston went wild as Colonel
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